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It’s a long-term plan!

A summary of the implications for the countiy

of joining the EEC was laid before the Dail g
Seanad in March 1970 after the reactivation
| r e | applidation for membership in 1967
That report explicit

the communities evolve towards their politica
objectives, those participating in the ne
Europe thereby created must be prepared
necessary

assi st i f

This week we were told that Irish particip
ation on the side of French troops defendir]
t hat country’s i nt e
increased, as the minister for foreign affain
Charlie Flanagan, repeatedly refused to ansy
when guestioned on RTE regardingpport for
French action in Libya. The week before, Er
Kenny participated in a meeting between th
EU Council and the secretaggneral of NATO
at which increased coperation between the
EU and NATO was agreed and subseque
reported and discussed d@he NATO summit in
Warsaw the following week.

l reland’”s increased
is justified by the claim that it will facilitate thg
rel ease of French tr
home—as if the release of a dozen soldig

of,

|
\
[
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country the size of France. However, during the
interview described above, Flanagan referred
an incipient terrorist threat in Ireland and his
nfidence that it could be contained. Perhaps
he should have considered that it mighe b
" advisable therefore jo keep troops at r]%)rget to

l'“¥i8ﬁ#”9¥" FEPFEmYD

But that was not the objective, as Flanagan
oknows, though he claimedincredibly—in the
$amMe t d ndeefrev ceaw. "t hat
protected by the Lisbon Treaty, when that
treaty in factcommits us to working towards a
mutual defence.”
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Military integration in NATO has been a
long-cherished ambition of many of the leading
lights in Fine Gael, and incremental condit
ioning is going on apace. Many people will have
seen a dozen ltalian airrce planes flying along
the Liffey this week, trailing smoke in the
colours of the Irish flag. It seems harmless, and
even friendly, but it is another step in the
conditioning process leading to an inevitable
9 nt egration in a NATO/ EL
Rnovin for alhdit fift)M/@alrS! was being

S
'®You want undemocratic?

dgU bureaucrats seem intent on showing just
ehow undemocratic they can be.

On 24 June, EU membstates again
refused (for the third time this year) to approve
Nty renewal of the licence for the weedkiller
glyphosate, manufactured by Monsanto and
other corporations involved in the cultivation of
GMP (crpps. aThay sheuild Bayes Reans that e 4 |
, licence would expire by the end of June, and
oMPnss &t 0'fsj g R URGUWPR o ANHAM>
rsweedkillers would have to be withdrawmoim

would make any mnarial difference in a

Europe by the end of this year.
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Instead, on 29 June the EU Commiss
deci ded uni |l aterall
licence for another eighteen months.

Many people were shocked that a
unelected body would cater so blatantly to th
corporate secto ' s-mihuge $obbying.

The EU Commission claims that, becauseg

members t at es indeci si
own decision about glyphosate was based
assessments made by the European Fd

Safety Authority, prolonging the authorisation

until a new sientific review is concluded
before the end of 2017; but Greenpeace h
called this study a

The joint director of Beyond GM, Lawreng¢

Woodwar d, has cal l
uni |l ater al deci si on
same time that dozensf people and organis
ations have signed

Ameri ca’ urging Eur op
and regul ators not

agricul tural technol

e

of the repercussions of glyphosate and GMQ|in

North America.

At virtually the same time that the EL
Commission made this controversial decisi

omore undemocratic.

On %8 eJEjnTe €N %err’nan ene\/\%I a)@éh&/o sa
reported that the president of the EU
Commission, Jea@laude Juncker, told LE
leaders that the Commission is planning to
push through the Comprehensive Economic
and Trade Agreement (CETA), the controversial
free-trade agreement between Canada and the
EU, without givig national parliaments any say
on it.

N According to the German rgss, Juncker

e argued that allowing national parliaments to
vote on the agreement w
& ocess" and would raise
bRV 'Sh "ChR&dmBE LY i (He ¢
bdall within the excluswe competence of the EU
ogxecutitvieér eafnodr e doesn’
ratified by national parliaments.

t

Most EU members, however, view CETA as a
As' mi xed” agreement, me an
‘ wdmbergoweraraeht.would have to push the

deal through their own parliament.

€ In late June 2016 Juncker was repdrtas
& aytihneg €hami ©ei cp'esr sonal
“whegherkdr @dé parliamertst getCt® W& Son at

CETA.

a n I|on%08fr1éanadlang and %uro efn§ 0a\rlréC i a
u aht agair St f%rnfhe pas¥ %IX yefars L|ke

t e TPP and 'PIFT’ it |s a draconlan ag&eem p | e

O flaf woulél hand ﬁansnatlonap 8orporat|ons
immense power to overrule elected govern
ments on numerous fronts. In Canada, CETA
J was supposed to be voted on by every
DICanadian provincial and territorial government

on glyphosate, it made another that is evq

Npefore any ratification could take place; but in



September 2014 {ging the reign of Stepher]
Harper) the CETA deal was signed without &
public consultation whatsoever. The annound
ment in 2014 was also the first time thg
people in Canada and Europe were allowed
see the text of the agreement, which had beq
kept secet during the years of negotiations.
' e ]

Unfortunately, Can
international trade, Chrystia Freeland,
enthugastic about what the EU is doing
According to theGlobe and Mai(Toronto), she
said that “the Brit.i
Uhi on has refocused I
need to send a message to the world th
liberalised trade is the path to greatg
prosperity.”

She also explained that once the E
Parl i ament approves
agreement would come into foraenmediately,
more than 90 per cent. Those portions deem¢
to be within the Eur
those go into force

Freeland told the Globe and Mailthat
concerns a b o u tstateC dspute
settlement (ISDS) mechanisawhich allows
transnational corporations to sue governmen
over regulations that might harm their futurg
profits—had been addressed by a rewriting
the treaty’s i nvestm
to the Council of Canadians, those chang
“actual | y provigitns] wdrse.h g
reforms enshrine extra rights for foreig

investors that everyone elseincluding
domestic investors-d o n ' t have.
foreign corporations

challenge laws that @ply equally to everyone
anghrough a [private] court system exclusively for
et heir wuse.”
It
to
N

minister, Justin

The Canadian
Trudeau, reportedly lobbied hard for ratific
ation during a trip to Europe to attend a NATO
meeting.

prime

a d W€ sPuskbgek in JBurgpe  has, ¢been
simmediate, with Germany and France wanting

’_their national parliaments to be involved in any
ratification of CETA. On 5 July the German
Slt‘)ﬁoad\gaét?reDeltlts&he cWelle, regorted that, , o [

UV BPEKET G RPRBRAIBntBnPEnE

;the would propose at a meeting adhe EU
(Commi ssi on that CETA wou
approval of the European parliament and
Unat i onal |l egi sl atures.
c g THeClobg and Maifeportedog 3 July tgat ¢ py
Juncker’'’s “new..coald cainme n d
EC]for applying those EU parts of the treaty while
o e "gificatipny, pracgss Jby jnafipnalslegis ¢ ¢ o
b %thllll‘ %%]ayl_ $ under way.
That would mean-as Chrystia Freeland had

searlig—:r ﬁ)&pl@i%eg—tgarl more than 90 per cent

of CETA could be approved by the EU as part of
tSits “Jurisdiction, need ]|
L approvals. Such a process would make a
')fmockery of democratic rights on both sides of

etHetAtlaetiﬁ'apter. But , accordi
es This appears to be what is happening.

Following the EU Commission meeting in
Strasbourg on 5 July the Canadian broadcaster
CBC repaquted: “ tedlgyahle opi

e 0
Commlss)fonr su

” S U erﬁtvt a% rtnost of trée aar%et ;
meﬂt—perhap ch Hs' 95 Ser cerhlls y

-

own courts, giving them special status fo

s’as mu
t he

comfortably wi t h E



jurisdict.i

“This is an agreeme
the EU commissioner for trade, Cecili
Malmstrém, said in a stateennt . “T
issue of competence for such trade agreemel
will be for the European Court of Justice
clarify, in the near future. From a strict leg
standpoint,

on.

agreement to fall under exclusive EU compe
ence. However, ite political situation in the
council is clear, and we understand the need {
proposi
ow

it ‘
a

as a
speedy

m
S

ng

al | for

But as countries gear up to wrangle wit
the Commission in the EU Court of Justice o
what pats of CETA fall within their jurisdictio
and what parts fall
competence,” t he Conj
95 per cent of CETA before elected legislatu
even vote.

The Council of Canadians warns on its we

site: One I mp o rntoat net|,
commission may recommend provisional
applying the EU parts of the Canada deal wh
full ratification i
newspaperLe Mondehas previously reported
t hat even if CETA i s
agreement, the deal could n¢er into force
“provisionally, estate
parliaments vote on

agreed at the signing of the CETA on
provisional application, it could come int
effect the following month. Such a decisign
would have sedus implications. Symbolically.
because it would send the message th
European governments finally [have] littl

the Commission considers thi

thus of European citizens strongly against the

AT qehrgqn tEur ope

needs,

X €lde’ natiangl rcleagperson of th€oumcil ad r d e r
Qanaalibing, rIMaudé Barlow, stated after the EU
Commi ssion meeting: “Li
Europeans are worried ab
democracy, its weakening of social and safety
standards, its contribution to privatisation, and
attacks on pubt services. After the Brexit vote,

policy makers on both sides of the Atlantic
would be better counselled to listen to voters,

rather than pushing discredited solutions down
people’s throats.”

k

h  The director of Global Justice Now, Nick
vdDearden, has calledECTA a “toxi cC
N says that the way the EU Commission is acting
“ruendnefror cesxct ahei we deElUy
nEU stakeo Iig decasionis avith dgrmpful conse
reguences for ordinary people with very little in
the way of democratic process. Rather than
ke a $ep back and question why there is

O%t'lc!)t'Ynﬁ%e@er I%U ttgey try to speed up this

u rade deal "

d

h

ly?
ile Union members, environmentalists, social
sactivipte andl fatnade. grotips sdy lthat CEFA'i® n ¢ h
just as dangerous as the proposed Transatlantic
Trade eamce dnvestent IPatneship” (MTIR)e d ”
between the EU and the United States, which
n harlds rhagsive poviieiJto traesnabioaal corpor
dtions and is a ditect threat to [ddmodeaty omi n i
itboth sides of the Atlantic.

regard for the views of parliamentarians ar

P The way the EU Commission is handling
NCETA is a stark indicator of wha's i n stor
TTIP.
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Is the EU’s “free movement of labour” a
good thing?

The traditional view of the left in Irelardand
indeed of the vast majority of Irish people
supports the liberal viewpoint that immigratiof
is inherently good and rejects the xerfugbic
viewpoint so frequently given prominence i

the media, especially during the recent British

referendum, that it is inherently bad.

And while some political elements in Brita
subscribe to the latter view, the predominar

viewin Ireland is unquestioningly in favour. Thi

was demonstrated by the lack of debate
criticism when Ireland accepted the free mev
ment of labour in the case of Bulgaria ai
Romania immediately following their accessit
to the EU in 2007, while most mdrar-states
maintained restrictions until 2014.

However, the rapid rise of rigiwing and
xenophobic forces in other EU memkstates
should be a warning to us that we ignore tH

issue of free movement of labour at our perfl

or if we unconsciously cededéership on an
important issue to those who simply exploit th
fear of mass immigration for their own politica
ends.

We may argue that their claims are exaggs
ated, and that Ireland has successfu
absorbed hundreds of thousands of immigran

during thelast decade or so. However, we al$

know that many unemployed people and the)
friends grumble about these immigrant
holding down jobs, and that this group woul
be fertile ground for a welbrganised and
sophisticated political approach based ¢

xengohobic arguments. Continued economic

stagnation or depression within the EU, largq

arising from the pursuit of austerity policies,

continues to provide such a ground for th
growth of rightwing elements—as it has in the
past.

Sensibly, we must honestly @vate how
EU policies on freedom of movement ha
affected working people in this country, an
this evaluation must not exclude the possibili

of demanding reform or even opposition to
those policies. The policy of unregulated
economic migration withinhe EU has had a
disproportionately negative effect on low
skilled Irish workers, whose solution has been

' to languish on the dole or to emigrate, most
frequently and often illegally to no&U

N countries.

b

There is no doubt that certain forms of
immigration @n make a valuable contribution
to a national economy. It can be good for
economic growth and can attract dynamic,
ehard—working, innovative people into the
'labour force. However, immigration can also
depress wages, place pressure on services, and
engendercommunity tensions. It is very lazy
and wrong to pretend otherwise-on one side
or the other.

e
|l

' The right of any citizen of an EU member

Iystate to live and work in another EU country
Shas existed since the 1960s, when the EEC
POconsisted of six rich western Eyean
' countries. Today the policy operates in twenty
Seight countries with more than half a billion
OIpeople. The expanded EU has changed the
economic implications of free movement of
Mabour, especially for lowskilled workers in rich
countries, including Irahd.

I

’y Since 2004 the EU has added thirteen
ecountries in eastern and southern Europe,
which has generated uneven labour flows
within the EU. While there are compelling
reasons from the viewpoint of poorly paid or
unemployed workers in eastern and southern
eEurope to move to highewage countries,

Ejthere is little incentive for Irish workers to go to
y




the post2004 EU countries, where the qualit
of life is lower and the minimum wage is low,
one exists at all.

For example, according to the Departme
of Foregn Affairs, while more than 150,00

Polish people have moved to Ireland, on;/
D

2,000 Irish citizens have moved to Poland. Fr
the viewpoint of an individual Polish works
this movement is perfectly logical, and it wou
be unfair to castigate people foolowing the
economic logic of existing rules. However, frg
the viewpoint of the Irish unskilled worke
east-west free movement of labour in the EU
one-directional and ultimately may breeq
resentment.

Objection to unregulated economic mig
ration within the EU is not simply because of |
unevenness. The more pressing issue is
effect of large flows of lowage, lowskilled
workers on the economic security of workin
people in Ireland.

There are two concerns. The first is th
phenomenon of downgradg. New immigrants

nt . .
) of the lowestpaid workers and to an increase

yin the upper part of the wage distribution. Each
if1 per cent increase in the share of migrams
the Britishborn population of working age
leads to a decline of 0.6 per cent in the wages

I in the wages of highegpaid workers. The same
anfect is likely here in Ireland.

So it would appear that the free mement
of labour is a class issue. Of course this might
She addressed through changes to benefit laws
(Ngnd stricter enforcement of the minimum
wage, but this is hardly likely. The National
gEmploynent Rights Agency, which is
responsible for enforcement, haeduced its
estaff during the last six years and cut its budget
by 40 per cent. With fifyseven inspectors, it

will often take jobs that require less skill thagnhas not even reached the ninety promised in

their qualifications give them. For exampl
people who have studied to be nurses

accountants end up taking jobs as cleaners
cashiers, leading to an inefficient allocation
skills and jobs. Some commentators hay
argued that this is an injustice caused by t

b 2008. Despite this, unions generally have been
practive in forcing unscrupulous employers, often
oof posed workers, to pay local established
pfrates—though  the  striking down  of

eemployment regulation orders and registered
heemployment agreements has made that effort

free movement of labour in that it affects nogt more difficult.

only the country of settlement but also th{
country of departure, because it results in
“brain drain” for po

The second, related concern is the effect
this form of migration on the value of labour i
Ireland. What is the effect on the labour valy
of a construction job in Ireland when a buildg
from Bulgaria or Latvia comes here and
accustomed to doing a jofor much less than
an Irish builder would expect to be paid?

A study byUniversity College, London, i
2008 found that immigration depresses wag
below the 20th percentile of the wagg

A%

Free movement for economic migrants
dcannot work fairly in an EU that has vastly
o lﬁnsqﬁal Gafdalst ahd h@té’rogeneous national
pfeconomies. To make free movement work
n fairly, substantially increased EU integration
ewould be required, with a cordinated wage
brpolicy, which cannot be achieved without a
idiscal or monetary union.

Massive redigibution and economic
development throughout the EU would also be
nnecessary to bring the living standards of
bgpoorer memberstates up to the level of richer,

b economically successful EU countries. Instead,

distribution but leads to slight wage increasq

psEU  freedom of movement has led to an



extremely ineficient immigration system, with
no ability to prevent a surplus of labour i
various branches of the economy.

Of course, none of this frees us from o
obligations under international treaties tq
provide refuge to those fleeing war
persecution. In the regard it is instructive tg
consider the Governm
our paltry EU quota of Syrian refugees 3
months after its beingsetor | nde e (
setting a quota in this instance. Such discrim
atory quotasetting only reinforces the puial
conflation of asylurseeking with the free
movement of labour, with the former being
identified as undesirable and the cause of t
negative effects of the latter.

It should be emphasised that our oblig
ations in this regard are covered by a numb
of international treaties to which Ireland is
party and that we do not require EU quotas
order to discharge those obligations.

The policy of free movement of laboJ
within an expanded EU of vastly unequal livi
standards has resulted in the past decadé¢he
dislocation of Irish workers, with the historical
effective safety valve of emigration dampenir
any critical evaluation of the causes, patti
ularly in the building industry. The depressig
of wages towards the minimum wage i
unskilled branches fo the economy is

continuous, with the increase in precarioys
employment in retail industry being only ong

manifestation of this phenomenon.

Unskilled Irish workers have been negd
ively affected by policies of free movement

ar

decade of rapid EU expansion. This, of course,
nis a sensitive subject, both from a political and
a social viewpoint, one that should be
conducted within a principled internationalist
outlook. However, we must begin an honest
evaluation of thiss f r eedom,” not
those on the extreme right but in the interests
o9 that gongrt of Ijsh yarkgry who pegr thee o ¢

;i)prunt of its effects.
|
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impact on the lIrish national accounts of the

) global assets and activities of a handful of large
nemultinational corporations have now become

so large as to make a mockery of conventional
dzaSa 2F LNRAK D5t ®¢

er So says the former governor of the Central
aBank of Ireland, Patrick Honohan
nconvenently ignoring the B’ s accoun
requirements, which distort the figures, and an
Irish tax code that allows corporations to save
millions and results in the Irish taxpayer paying
more to the EU.

Ah, we l |
we're used
ations, bankers..

)
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Unite says TTIP is threat to democracy,
public welfare, and the economy

r y This article appeared in tHesh Independent
ngon Saturday 16 July.

Unite believes that the implications of the
y Transtlantic Trade and Investmemartnership
g(TTIP) are so faeaching that it must be put to
c a referendum. Here are some reasons.

M Traditional trade issues are only incidental

Ntothissocal | ed “trade deal
is to debase democracy by awarding global
corporations legalprivilege over citizens and

elected governments. As a result, the ability of
democratically elected governments to safe

it guard labour, consumer, environmental and
bfhealth standards will be severely, if not fatally,

labour, and especially so dog the past

undermined.



Our main concern is the Invest State
Dispute Settlement (ISDS, now repackaged

the Investment Court System) which enablgg

corporations to sue governments for compe
sation if they believe public policies interfer
with profit maximisation. They can bypass o
legal system and takeheir case to secret
private courts from which there is no appeadl
This has been done under the umbrella
other agreements with similar ISDS provision{

Phil ip Morris Cd
over its planned introduction of plain packaging
for cigaretes.

5:

) ) . Thanks t o TTI P’ s regul
o+ Veolia is suing |B@¥Rindalds dre likelly © beHfénidSnn R)” t
raise the minimum wage. US levels of low regulation. Given the
« Canada has been |3dmpertdncebgf the ofeog secton ithe nrish
over such decisions as subsidising renewajpleconomy could be badly hit.
energy, placing a moratorium on fracking, g, t that's not al l
banning toxic petrol additives and temporarily
banning he export of toxic waste.
This is not about Tt ut gl ob
corporations coercing governments int

o
subordnating public welfare to shareholdey
interests. No wonder the negotiations have
been conducted in secret and there |s
reportedly an agrement with the US that
negotiation document
for 30 years.

Instead of addressing this substanti

democratic deficit, the Government hals
focused on TTI P’ s al
However, the Governm

little economic gain but potentially significan

ur

AR

eing ’

exports have nearly doubled since 2000 but
sectoral employment has actually fallen. Many

of TTI P"s purported

ben

GDP figures, will be only marginally attached to
the domestic economy.

But the losses will be felt in the domestic
economy. Even the Government admits the

-beef sector will be badly affected. The Irish
OfF a r meAsssciation has

raised additional
concerns about the pigmeat and poultry

Xltlngstkyeéltg to alapdads goveming
genetica modified organisms, hormones,
pest|C|des animal health and product labelling,

ubl i

c

Leaked TTIP negotiating documents indicate

losses. For example, although TTIP will boo$le proved safe before they can be sold) in

pharmaceutical exports this will have littlef av o ur

impact on employment.

khat & @aflge 6 eoPdurBeMprétectibrBenagsd 1 t s .
§ hewnf jrreiprog t | s Aews Th
principle was dropped (whereby products must

¢

_ of bakedUSapprehkch
Pharmaceutical puts the burden of proof on states and



consumers to show products arainsafe.

Everything from USanctioned lead in lipstick
to chlorinated chickens could hit our shelve

after TTIP.

European public service unions ha
warned that health, education and other publ
services could be exposed to privatisatio
raceto-the-bottom competition and secret
court action. The
means that all public services can f
permanently opened up to TTIP unless t
current government specifically excludes ther

Republic.

Kenny’'s <call was nwel
PSMicheal Martin for Fianna Fail also believes a
reunification referendum should be called over
ethe British decision. The young Fine Gael
cl eader ship aspirant Leo

nthat there will be a united Ireland in his
lifetime.

n e\ﬂ/iﬂ/tth'e ¥uliden lbdtsgftgr'éenerﬁ?ovgaé fac h

e rompted by the heady atmosphere of the EU

‘{)vefest that is the annual MacGill Summer

n'School, where the pronouncements were

co

—

This is a real threat in Ireland where glob Im

companies akady have a foothold in ou
hospital and higher education sectors.

Business groups are waking up to the
threats. In Germany, KMU gegen TTIP (SN
against TTIP) is supported by thousands
small companies and entrepreneuréncluding
many exporters. Thep oi n't to T
additional costs and the disadvantage thg
would be placed at vig-vis global corpor
ations.

Throughout Europe there is a risin
sentiment against TTIP. Over 3 million signe
petition—a European Ci +i
opposing the deal. Over 1,800 cities an
regi ons have decl #fraed
zones i ncluding B 4
Vienna, Amsterdam, Birmingham and Cour
Clare. Every month the list grows.

In Ireland there is an emerging, broad
based coalition oppesd to TTIRHrom
farming, consumer and environmental activis
to ICTU and the trade union movement.

TTIP poses such a fundamental threat
democracy, public welfare and our econon|
that Unite believes people should have the fin
say in a referendum.

Donegal diversions

As a response to Brexit, the Taoiseach |

-a ade? Or for want of something to say?

"l e v oy

L

49,. E

A sceptic might t ha
Jthe sceptic would be aoect. Noone in

B r el an duhisnist muéng circles had
betigved ‘it possibleithiati agytcountr§ could opt

l to get out of the EU and seek to win back its
chatiohald eéemdceatyV ahé politichl T ihdBpend

feric€® Nownhey, haveCaakefed Wp&o, the rbblity a n ,
Itthat London willtake Northern Ireland out of

the EU while they struggle to keep the Republic

inside the euro zone.

say

y
This means that they have consciously
tSchosen to solidify partition in concrete for
possibly many decades to come. By playing the
tgreen card they hope to dert attention from
this fact.

Ny
And do me an

al
Il rish people don’t
the fact that the traditional aim of Irish dermo
cracy has not been a united Ireland but a united
\amdependentireland, or, to put it another wg
a@ Tredqafdnuniteédar’ iftependdnce. Irdlgnd was t h
D united Befvee® 1890 and BO21 a8 pakt ofithe  mi

b

neel

wh at t hey

decided to “play the
EU to plan a scenar.
be,” that Northern |

[ €cbnaniicd andn mohetafyo Unien tha® was jthe 1 n



United Kingdom but had no independenc
Uniting Ireland through the EU would hay
many similarities to that nineteentoentury
unity inside the United Kingdom.

Government and opposition intervene
shamelessly in the referendum campaign
Britain, while in Northern Ireland they lined u
with the EU against sections of the people th
claim they want to build a new future thi.

l't's much easier td
call for a border potHegally and politically g
non-starter—than to try to explain the fact thaf]
it is Brussels, and not an independent Iri
government, that dec
arrangements wh the United Kingdom. This i
thanks to the Lisbon Treaty, which our ne
found United Irelanders foisted on us by use

the now infamous ref
at first you don’t
want, you have to vote again!

l | CIVIL RIGHTS

ASSOCIAT iON

&
ey Fr - ’._‘-—__-:

11 [‘l
B " 84

There is a istorical precedent. After the
Bloody Sunday massacre of civil righ
supporters in Derry, John Hume famously s§
“Uni ted Il rel and or

e parl i ament at Stormont

erule from London. London was more than
willing to do this rather than introduce the civil
rights and democratic reforms thavould have
guaranteed legal equality and peaceful
constitutional progress for everybody in
Northern Ireland. Direct rule postponed these
necessary changes for thirty years.

Other Northern nationalists had already
written off civil rights campaigning tpursue
“armed struggle,” with
your concessions, England, we want our
country!” Direct rule

a

| e

d 2 toxic legacy of death, destruction and
may

incommunity ~ division that it take
P generations to overcome.

2

h
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of
erendum doubl e rio sh”:
g i VRe EY i angperialiproject, Eagh treqty,
from the Treaty of Rome onwards, has added to

its imperial reach, and has been opposed as
such by increasing numbers of people in

Ireland.

i
he

Opposition to the EU is a democratic duty.
The fact that a section of the nationalist
population in the North opted for what is an
imperial project does not change that reality. To
suggest otherwise would be like saying that
because the Belfast Nationalist MP Joe Devlin
was able to entice thousands of Northern
ltglationalists to fight for Brédin in the First

idWorId War an imperialist war became in effect

revealed his lack of democratic political insig

As a united Ireland was not in prospect,

q’x]ndritsmngtiﬂnélli_st,one. Thi s star kil

The European Union now has its own
gJovernment, with a legislative, executive and

y

left the way open for the British government t judicial arm, its own political president, its own

suspend and then abolish

1

its subordinate

citizens and citizenship, its oviruman and civil

0



rights code, its own currency, economic poli
and revenue, its own international treaty
making powers, foreign policy, foreign ministg
diplomatic corps, and United Nations voice,

own crime and justice code and publ
pr os e c uiteolt already qpbskesses su
state symbols as its own flag, anthem, motf
and annual official

As regards the
this is embodied i
legislative and judicial institutions: thq
European Council, Council of Ministers, Go

“ P

g

st
n

mission, Parliament, and Court of Justice. I i

embodied also in the membestates and their
authorities as they implement and apply B
law and interpret and apply national law i
conformity with Union law. This hey are
constitutionally required to do under thq
Lisbon Treaty, just as in any federal state.

EU state authori t-i
ented by EU soldiers and policemen patrollipg
Europe’s streets in
as such. Their absenosakes it all the easier tg
hide from ordinary citizens the reality O
Eur op e’ s-ouhmationhstatee dnd the
failure of their own mainstream politicians t
defend their national democracies.

|l nsi stence on the

n

is a naturakight as well as a social duty. It is npt

Cy It was appropriate that the MacGill Summer
School hel d partly
br,political legacy, was the occasion on which
tdMessrs Kenny, Martin and Varadkar played the
cgreen card. They thereby exposed their lack of
chdemocratic undestanding of the nature of the

0,EU, and just how divorced from democratic

n @rihcipld anyg reality tBay are ip eonfrording .the

| (I stages o fisgipraveligo, the EU,
t h @alkid reallpaheéas! own execut i ve

mEurope and the logic of domination

t o

of

'Y This article is based on a lecture giver1999
to the Desmond Greaves Summer School by
Thomas Metscher, professor emeritus of

N literature and literary and cultural theory at the
University of Bremen, Germany.

The specific type of civilisation that is Europe

has been characterls d throughoits hlStOt‘}/
Ak’ partlcdl yelﬁ ffie Mobern’ perlgdS by the P " €°
9 | o domination.”

‘Mate?izg idodrlsmﬁswe BricfoesicRding " © ©

fIanguage, religion, culture, the arts, media,
philosophy, and the sciencesvhich are
coherently integragéd and rationally organised

P s0 as to fulfil the purpose of domination.

The core of this logic of domination has
c.31I\X/a§/sr bedn %Iﬂ/élc)ﬁl foPce altﬂddgeh th?s m%;} at

Plhe superseded by forms of subm|SS|on and

an expression of national egotism. It mea1s‘ i r b i
t hat one’s.domestlc %v\é{Istanjj sfeodk?'ggnrra?d \té'drt
ar e _ex_clu5|vel_y de-C|d; }é é)eprtl”f‘.”own parl 1 a
ment, which is elected by and is responsible |to

one’'s own peopdieitselfbut| i Europegrbases gomigation has historically

an instrument of juridical independencg, had four dimensions: economic, social,

determining the possibility of a people thg
inhabit a particular territory deciding its owl
destiny and way of life in accordance with i
own needs, interests, and traditions. It is th
opposite b every form of foreign rule.

t geographical, and ecologicala)( It means
y economic possession and the extraction of

itsprofit from the dominated and subdinated;

e(b) it means direct or indirect rule over human
beings in terms of gender ethnic group, social

. class, and nation; c[ it means, territorial

Concepts of 000l tflue afd expropide bfl it means
sove_r_elg_nty are a COoy§lg f8f(p|(§|tz§'tg|onne Sf W

and policies decided by EU bodies that N%esources, ecology anbiological enwronment
does not elect, that ﬁrth%qustEofﬁogsesgltgn%r?dpr f| to o

people, and that can have significantly differept
interests from them.

1

1



feelings.

Thomas Paine, Rights of Man

4, & govarnmant can only legitimataly anse based on
cangent: when “individuals themselves, aach in his
own pessonal and soversign rghl, ende]s] imo-a

compact with gach other 10 produce a gl:l'.'ET"l-'TlE‘"'l-
(32)

P

=] :-C'I'I'S (1. ;l:-'h.'f"l'll'l':-'ll

Alm ol govamment: the good al the psaple

In the context of domination, the cultur
level fulfils an affirmative function to justi
and confirm the practice of power vévis the
agents of domination as well as their victims,
provide an ethic of domination which affirm
the right of the conqueror to conquer, and t
secure possession of his conquests, and w
puts pressure on the dominated to submi
Submission or extermination has, in the whg
of European history, been theltimate end of
the logic of domination.

At the centre of the affirmative function o
culture in European history has been th
Eurocentric myth, the hard core of which is th
idea of the superiority of Europe, of Europed
culture, *the thWeomts,the

[nchading protection of natural nghis); ihis is called
‘Repullicanism® {118, 138)

Prableme with harediary manarchy, arsiocracy,
(o) demosracy; representative govemmen is
basi (912, 111-120)

Europe as a historical entity is anything but
unified whole. Throughout its history Europe
cﬁas been made up of a variety of historical
*components, cultures, and conflicting classes.
IeThe real Europe has always been a field of
contradictions, not least in the cultural sphere.
Part of these contradictions is a particular
F dialectic which means that the same culture
et hat functions to justif
eearth” and the supremacy
insimultaneously contains a largeariety of
@ppoditiomah vioiceh, idaas, and visions. These

idea of the white European male, together withforces of cultural opposition to the upholders

his American counterpart. Part of this myth
the idea of Europe as a selbntained, cohesive
and unified whole from Homeric times to th
presentday state of global domination Dby
Europe, inassociation with its former colony
and now senior partner, the United States
America.

The Eurocentric myth is made up of
compound of ideological devices and exists i

isof domination range from
of the Greek wars against Troy to Shakespeare,

e from Sir Thomas More and Jonathan Swift to

presentday ari-colonial and progressive

literature.

pf These dissenting voices and the ideas and

visions they espouse constitute a criticism of
athe predominant European notion of super
aority and exclusiveness and bear within

variety of forms, from high culture to popular themselves an alternative world view based on

culture, mentality and structuresf ideas and
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